


INTRODUCTION

Name

_ This Surah. takes its name fmm the word ae M (ar-Ra‘ad)
(thunder) that ceeurs in v, I3. It is merely the symbolic name of the
Sturah and does not in any way mean that the Siirzh deala with the
scientific problems connected with thunder

Pericd of Revelation

The internal evidence (vv. 27-31 and vv. 34-48) shows that this

Siralk was revealed in the last stage of the Mission of the Holy Prophet
at Makkah and during the same period in which Sfitahs Yanus, Hitd and
Af-A‘araf were sent down. The manner of speech indicates that a long
time had passed since the Holy Prophet had been conveying the
Message. . On  the one hand, his opponents had been contriving different
devices to defeat him and his Mission, and, on the other, his followers
had been expressing a desire that by showing a miracle the disbelievers
might be brought to the Right Way. In answer, Allah itnpressad on the
Believers that it is not His way to convert people by this method and that
they should not lose heart, if He is giving the enemies of the Truth a
rope long enough to hang themselves. Otherwise, He is able to show
such signs ag may bring the dead out of their graves and make then
speak (v, 31}, but even then thiese obdurate people will invent an excuse
to explain this away, All this decisive evidence clearly proves that this
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46 The Meaning of the Gur'in

Surah was revealed during the last stage of the Prophei’s Mission at
Makkah. '

Central Theme

‘The first verse enunciates the main therfie of this Sirah, that is,
“The Message of Muhammad (Allah's peace b¢ upon him) is the very
Truth, but it is the fault of the people that they are rejecting it.” This is
theé pivot on which the whote Srah turns, This is why it has been shown
over and over again in different ways that the basic components of the
Message— Tauhrd, Resurrection and Prophethood-—are a reality:
therefore they should believe sincerely in these for their own moral and
spiritual good. They have been warned that they shall incur their own
ruin if they rejoct them, for kufr by itself is sheer folly and 1gnorance.
Moreover, the atm of the Sizab is not merely to satisfy the minds but
dalso to appeal to the hearts to accept the Faith. Therefore it does pot
merely put forward logical arguinents in support of the truth of the
" Message and against the people’s wrong notions, but at appropriate
intervals it makes frequent use of sympathetic snd earnest appeals to win
. over their hearts by warning them of the consequehces of kufr and by
holding our the happy rewards of Faith so that the foolish people shoutd
give up their obduracy.

Besides this, the obiections of the opponerts have been answered
. without any mention of them, and those doubts which ars proving a
hindrance in the way of the Message or were being created by the
opponents have been repnoved. At the same time, the Believers who had
been passing through a fong and hard ordeal and were feeling tired, and °
whiting anxiously for Allsh’s succour, have been comforted and filled
with hope and courage.
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XIII
AR-RA‘AD

Ferses: 43 . Revealed ar Makiah.
in the name of Allsh, the Compassionate, the Mercifinl

Alif, Lam. Mim. Ra. These are the verses of the Divine Book, 1
and that which has been sent down to you from your Lord is the very
“truth, but most (of your) people do not befieve in this. '

1. This is the irtrodngtion to this Shrak, in which its aim and object has
. been enunciated In a few words. Allah has addressed the Holy Prophet to this
effect: “O Prophet | most of your people are rejecting the teachings of the Qur'an
far one reason or the other, but the fact is that what We are sending down ta you
- 15 the Truth whethei people believe it or not. *

After this brief introduction, the discourse deals with the main sulject of
the Sirah, which consists of three basic things. First, "The whale of the universe
belongs to Allah alone, and none besides Him hag any right o service and
worship™. Second, “There is another Hfe after this life, in which yvou shaM have o
rencler an accowrt of all yowr actions.” Third, "I am a Messenger of Alial:
whatever I am presenting befors you is not from myself-but from Allah As the
people were rejecting these three things, these have been reitcrated over and over
agan in various forns to remove doubts and objcctions from the minds of the
dishelievers. '




M - The Meaning of the Qur'in
2 Q55 gl 25 ol 255 agh -nmt@ s y L,.u;
(et t-Hi 4 b8iidhs G SRL5, 3ot J i
&2 ol 545 G5 55 T, AOT et 0555551
| ”’#%tﬁ;yﬁﬂi B On3 ;wtu%ﬁ-ﬁi;ﬁ i
43 tﬁr CJH _,5.3;1,5}'4_, A "*LP*:L,E:{
R5e BSFET5 QT o3 83 BT LN NS A0
aﬁi‘i}ﬁ Liw:&“\eﬂd.ﬁ"“ et 0 Y gl
U 8165 41 4838 G803 055 50 i
G oS d‘g“ M5 I5H Gigh ALk gl T
St :@m’ G 241 Gl I3 26T
M*‘“J’G'?“ﬁﬁ;ﬁf‘ 255 5 35l 0 2ga,
.J ”53! d;‘i.:&)u‘uyt wod & 51’5W5ww . b
-I %‘b § 39 @ity rww%imdjr Vi34
*“5” HSF 63 A s S alt
- 554 dm'l,‘ﬁlﬁt - ot 2o 4iu.-...- (s w8
M-u O 5 075 g 58 JAEea X
1A o GBS il o5 A0S0 63 50 0 S
ﬁlﬂﬂﬂ; MQL ‘f""-'{;_;#ﬁ 1 22 ﬂgmd
ﬁfﬁ L’J! @4L’W‘¥f o a0 ‘éf'f_-‘-,,. . .':.;'5_.

5:.




Ar-Ra ‘ad _ 449

It is Allah Who ralsed up the heavens without such pillars as
you could see:” then He sat Himself upon the Throne of His Kingdom:?

2z

He subjected the sun and the moon to a law.® Bverything in the .

universe is runring its course to its fixed term.® And Aitsh alone is
directing the whole affair. He makes His signs plain:® perhaps you may
be convinced of mesting your Lord,” . .
And it is He Who has spread out the earth, and ' fixed the
immovable mountains in it, and made the rivers flow on it. He has
created in pairs every kind of fruit, and He covers the day with the veijl
of night." Surely there are preat Signs in these for those Who reflect

And behold! there are different regions on the earth close to one
another;” there are vineyards, corn fields and groves of date-palm with
single or double trunk.™ All are irrigated with the same water, but We
make some more tasteful than others. Most surely there are many Signs
m alt these things for those who use their common sense.’

- Now, if there is anything for you to marvel at, you should
marvel at their saying: “What! when we have become dust, shall we
then be raised to a new life again?” These are the people who have
denied their Lord:™ “they ars those who shall have collars around their
necks:" they shall be the dwellers of Hell and therein they shall dwell
for ever, _

They demand from you the hastening of evil rather than good."

though indeed there have been instances of exemplary punishments
before them {of the wrath of God on the people who adopted the same

attitude.} The fact is that your Lord shows forbearance to the people

despite their transgressions, and it is also the fact that your Lord is
stern in zetribution, |

These people who have rejected your Message, say, “Why has
no Sign been sent dowa to this person from His Lord 7= —You are a
warner only and every people has its guide, !¢

~ Allah knows what every ferale bears in her womb: He is fully
aware of what is taking shape in the womb and also what decrease or
increase occurs therein.” Everything has its fixed measure with Him.
He has perfect kmowledge both of the visible and the invisible. He is

8-11
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the Great and the Supreme Being. Alike to Him are all of you, whether
one of you whispers or speaks aloud or one hides oneself under the
cover of the darkness of night or walks about in the broad day light,
For each perscn has puardians before himeand behind him, who watch
over him by Aflah’s command.” The fact is that Allah does not change
a people’s lat unless they themselves change their own characteristics:
. and when Allah decides to bring about retribution to a peaple, none can
ward it off, nor can they find any defender or helper against Aliah "

2. - In other words, "Allah keeps the myriad’s of héaventy bodies in space
without any visible amd pereeptible support. ” Though there i= nothing apparent and
visible thatis supporting these bodies, yet there is an invariable and imperceptible
' Power which is not only holding and keeping each and everyone of these huge
bodies including the carth we inhabit in their proper places and orbits s alsa does
not tet any collision take place hetween them.,

3. For the fulier detsils of “He st Himself on the Throne of His
Kingdom,” pleage refer to E.N. 41 of Al-A 'er&f Here the purpose will be served
if it is understood that this thing hax been mentioned in the Qur’an at many places
in order to bring out clearly the fact that Allah hns not only created the earth, bt
" also rulek over His Kingdom, and that His upiverse is a facery that is not working
automatically as some ignorant people secrm to think nor is it being raled by many
gods as ather ignorant people szem to believe. But 1t 15 & repular systeim that is
btmgrunandnﬂﬁdnverhyiuﬂmtnr

4. It should be ﬂﬂt&d here that the addressess thﬂ‘llﬂﬁl‘vﬂﬂcctptl‘.‘dﬁlt
truth nfaﬂth:daunsdlatlmwbwnmadnmthlswrsn Therefore no proofs were:
. required of the facts that it is Allah Whe raised up the heavens without any visible
support and subjected the sun and the moon to a fixéd ordar, These things have
been memtioned bere nnﬁmummnﬂstnpmuthntﬂ]hhisﬂu:nhherem '
and ruler of the whoke universe,

f ‘Now letusﬂms.iderﬂii.sqmsﬂm: How can such an argument ax this
convince those who do not belisve at all in the existence of God nor acknowledge
that He is the Creator of the wuniverss and the Ditector of all its affairs ? The
answer is that the arguments in suppart of the Doctrine of Tauhdd advanced in the
Qur'in to comvince the mesbriky cqually apply against the atheists to prove the
existence of Ood, It is like this: The whole of the yniverse—the earth, the moon;
the sun and the countless heaventy bodles—constitue a perfiect system which is
‘worling: wnder the sarme all-powerful Law. This is a proof that such a system must
have been designed by some All-Powerful Sovereipn, Who possesses wisdom and
unering knowledge. This proves conclusively the existence of that Allah Who has
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. 8o olher equal nor associate nor pariacr. For there can be no system withowt an
admiristrator, n¢  law without 4 ruler, no wisdom withowt a sage, and no
knowledge withowt the possessor of that kmowledge. Above all, no one can ever
conceive that there can be any creation without a Creator except the oire who is
obdurate or has l'u:r sense left in him at nJI :

5. Thui:.rstnnmnutmlyartandmgpmufnnhefmtﬂmmﬁll Powerful
Sovercign  is ruling over it, but is also an cvidence of the great wisdom wnderiying
i it also bears witmess that there is nothing ever-lasting i) it. Everything in it
remaine for 4 fixed tertn after which it comes to an end. Tiss is cqually true for
¢ach and cvery component pert of it as weil as for the whole system. It is quite
evident from its physical structure that there is nothing ever-lasting and immortal,
There must be some fixed term for the sysiem as 4 whole, after the expiry of
which it shall come toan end. Then there shall be another world: therefore it is
most likely that therc shall be Resurrection as predicied in the Qur'an: nay, its
inevitability is beyond any doubt,

6. Allah males plain those Signs which help prove the truth of what the
Holy Prophet was informing #em. These Signs are spread alf over the universe -
and everyow who observes ihese wimwmcymmpmmiuﬂmﬂummﬂﬂ'
mwnrdswlﬂehthn@ninmﬁmﬂupmphmmﬂﬂ:dhwthmﬁm

7. The preceding Signs have been citﬁdmpmv;twmhhul.Fm.m:
uRiverse mwmcmmﬁmﬁmm.&m.ﬂmmhmm@
Hereafter in which everyone shall be judged in the Divine Court and awarded -
rewards and punishments on merit. As the first thing was quite obwiows, it ha ot
been mentioned in the constusion drawn from the Signs. Mﬂnmmm
in the Hercafter, hubuanmanﬁmwdhﬂcmthntwunﬂ:rmm_
perception. Therefore it has specifically been mmmmhmhm
madnplammnrdnr mcnnthymmmlhnmuﬂywrlﬂdhh-;
Hemm;mﬂmdummmnfnﬁmmmmmw

Now let ws consider how these Signs !mlppmv:lifchth:ﬂ‘uﬂﬁr-
Thﬂnmlkuitmmmtwaways

(1) When we comsider how blg heaventy budiu_ ﬂﬂnmn:t,.mn‘miu
completely subject to the will of Allah, gur hearts fesl convinaed that AHah
Who has created. these things and regulated thelr movements so orderdy
around their orbits, humduubmdlym:pnw:rtnhrhuhhf:ﬂuwhn&
hmnrncenﬂermﬁmm . ,

{2} The terrestrinl system also prnvcsﬂmtit:{:mamis .ﬁ]l—*WilE Thnrnﬂ:reit
can never be imagined that the All-Wise Creator gould heve creatad man and
endowed him with wisdom and intelligence and invested him with power arxd
authority, and then left him free to do what he liked with these, without being
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Tesponsible and accountable ‘for their use or abuse. For His Wisdomn dernands

that He. shonld take full account of ajl the acts and deeds of man h this
world. It requires that He should take to task those who conynited
aggressions and compensate their victims an He should give rewards to
those who practised vﬁtmmdmnushmcuumﬂmuwhﬂdﬂﬁﬂrkeddem
In short, His Wmdum requites that He shold call to account cvery human
being afnd demand: 'Hnwdldynunm}rnmﬂituuﬂthatwuphudinynur
hands in the shm of your wondertul body with its wonderful faculties and
the numerous resources of the earth?” It may be that 4 foolish and unjust
ruler of this world might entrust the affairs of his kingdom in the hands of his
agenis and then farget to call them to account, bud such a thing can never be
cxpected from the All-Wise and All-Kpowing Allak, - :

It is this way of obscrving and considering the heavenly bodies that can

convinee uk that life in the Hnr:iﬁer 15 both possible and inevitable.

and

8. After cﬁmsmhmvudrﬁgmmmmpmnfﬂwmnrw
m:Hmaﬂcr,afchmnsmhdngmt:dﬁmnth:mnhfnrﬂmum'

urpose. Brteftyﬂ::fuﬂuwmgmﬂmargunmﬁfnrﬁtﬂiﬂﬂunmuimmd' |
ﬂcmmbﬂil}r T

{1)

(2)

Taubtik Thcfacttat&:ﬂisdudy%ﬂmﬁhckﬂmﬂm .
(which help create [ife of It), and the fact that the mowtains and the rivers -
are so inter-related with that fife are clear proofs that all these things have not
been created by scparate and different gods nor are being govemned by gods
with independent powiers and authortites. Had it been 50, there could not have
been so much harmosyy, congruity, aecord and ity of puopose amonyg them:
not ¢ould thesc relationships have comtinued for such s long tipe, For it is
quite obvions that if there had not been One All-Powerful ankd All-Wise
Allah, it conld not have becn possible and practicable for different pods to sit
together and evolve ouf mch 4 harmomious system, of the universe without
any discord or conflict beeween its myriad's of bodics.

Recorrection. This wonderful planct, the earth, is itsaif a great proof that its
Creator is All-Powerful and can, therefore, raise the dead whenever He will.,
For it is floating in space round the sun and it has high mowmains fixed In it
and has large rivers flowing on its surface: it produces countless fruit-bearing
trees and it brings about the uycl:s of ﬂndnyﬂndthtmg!ﬂwithm:hu
rtgulantr '

Al thm: things bear witness to tl:w bmmdl:upnw:rnﬁﬂﬂrutur It

would, thercfore, bcsluerfnllytﬂdrmhtthmmmhﬂu-PmrfnlErﬂmru
hmapuhienfrﬂismgnmnkmdmhfuﬂerdmh
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(3) Acconnrabilfty: The earth, with all its wonderful and purposzful signs, is a
- clear evidenee of the fact that itz Creator is All-Wise. Therefore it cannot
even be unagined that He has created man, His noblest creation, without any
purpose. Just as His wisdom is apparent from the siructure of the earth, its
mountaing, ifs rivers, the pairs of its trees and fiuits, 1ts night and day, so it is
quitt obvious that it has not been made the habitation of man without any
purpose, nor will it be brought o noughi without the falfilment of that
purpose. Clearly mankind shall be accounmtable to its Creator fqr the
fulfiment of that Divine purpose.

9, Thatis, “If youl abserve carcfully, you will find Divine wisdom, design
and purpose in the diversity of the structure of the earth. Though it bas countless
regions adjoining one anather, they are different from one another in their shapes,
eolours, component parts, charmcteristios, potentialities, productive capacity amd
source of minerals. This diversity has countless points of wisdom and advancage.

. Lt ‘alone other creamres, if we.consider the diversity of regions fromthe paint of
" the good it has”done {0 menkind, wﬂshﬁllhav:macknﬂwlodgcthntrhmiﬂﬂm-
. result of the well-thought and well-planned design of the All-Wise Creator, For

- this dw:mt:r has "helped the growth ufhmncivﬂmhnnsnnmchthatnniynn
| 'unrﬂnunnblcp:nnnmnamguﬂmmmmaccidmt |

- 16, Smuﬂfthednu'pahn trmhnv:mﬂyasmuktrunkfrmnﬂwrmt.
muhmhunhnctwuurmmﬁmﬂusﬂmum '

11. The things menﬂmedhthisursenmtainmnrnﬂwrﬂimh:ﬂdﬂ
the proofs of Faufrd and the boundless powers and All-Comprehenstve Wisdom of
Allah. Let us consider one of these, that is ths diverstty In the universe, including
mankind. There is thw one and thi= same sarth but all its regions are quite diffarent
- from one ancther. Then there is ane and the same water but it helps to produce
different kindls of com and fruits. Then one end the same iree bears fruiis which,
in spite of likeness, differ from one another in shapes, sizes, and other features.
Then there is one and the same root from which sometimes one and at othicrs two
monks sprowt wp, with  their own different charscteristics. If one considers these
aspects of divemsity, one shall come to the conclusion that the Divine wisdom
demands the same kind of diversity in the natures, tanperaments and inclinations
of human beings, and, therefore, in their conducts. So, one need aot worry about
the existence of this diversity, As it has been stated in v, 31, if Allah had willed,
He could have created all human beings alike and. virtuows by birth. But the
wisdom that underlies the crcation of the wniverse, including mankind, requires
dwc:mty and mot uniformity. Gthl:rw_h:. all tl:us creation would have become
meaningless, - .

fContd. of p. 455
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- 12-13

It 1s He Who makes the lightning flash before you to fil! you
both with fear and with hope: it is He Who pmdm:r:s clouds laden with
water. The thunder glorifics Hun with His praise®® dnd the angels, too,
glorify Him in awe of Him.”' He lets loose tiumderbolts and {often)
simites with them whomsoever He wills, while they are wrangling about
Allah. The fact is that His plan is very sffective.”

To invoke Him alone is the right thing.”® As regards the other -

deities whom they invoke apart from Him, they cannot give any answer
to their prayers, It is as if a man were to stretch his hands towards
water and ask it to come to his mouth, when it cannot reach his mouth
in this way; likewise the prayers of the disbelievers are nothing but
almiess efforts. - For it is Allah alone before Whom mrerything in the
heavens and the carth bows down willingly or un-willingly.** and the
- shadows snf all things bow . duwn before H:m in the meming and the
evening-

Ask them, “Who is the Lord of th= heavens and the earth 7"
Say, “Allah”. % Then say to them, “Wheq this is the fact, have you
then made beside Him such deities your protectors as can do neither

good nor harm even to themselves 7" Say, “Are the hlmd tan and the

sceing man alike 7 Are light and darkness alike ?"*® And if it s not
50, have the partners, they have set up with Allah, created anything like
His creation so as to make the matter of creation doubtful for them?”
Say, Allah alone is the Creator of cv::ryttnng, and He is the Unique,
the Atmighty.™

Allah sent down water from the sky. and every system carried it
along according to its capacity: then there was flood and a swelling
foam™ came to the surface. Likewise there arises a scum out of the
metals which are melted in the furnace for making ornaments and
wensils™ By such similitudes, Allab makes the ‘truth distinct from
faischood, That which is the foam vanishes and that which is beneficial
for the people remnains on the earth. In this way Allah cites similes to
make His Message clear. |

There is an excellent reward for those who responded to the call
of their Lord. Ag for those who rejected His call, they would willingly
give for their ransom All the wealth the earth contained, if they
possessed it, and as much more besides (in. order to escape

14-15

16

17

18
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retribution).” Those are the people who shall have the heavy

reckoning;™ their zbode shall be Hell—a wretched resting place.

Well, how can the one who believes that this Book which has
been sént down to - you from your Lord, is the Truth, be like the one
who is blind to this fact 7 It is the wise people alone who take advice
from this:* they fulfil their Covenant with Allah, and break it not after
confirming it.” They join together what Allah has bidden to join:**
they fear their Lord and dread lest they should be calted upon to render
a heavy reckoning,

Contd. from p. 453}
12. They “have denied their Lord™: their denial of the Hereafier is, in

© fagt, the denial of the Power and Wisdom of Allah. As they say that itis

impossible. to bring them again to. [ife afier-their death, it fmplies that, God forbid, .
their Atlah Who has cresited them lacks not only power but wisdom, too. :

13. As 2 collar around thé neck is 1 symbol of imprisonment, the sords
“collars arourd thnir_ necks™ have been used hete idiometically to show that they
are slaves of ignorance, obduracy, Just and are blind followers of their forcfathers.

- As their thinking is influenced by their prejudices, they cannot balieve in the

Hereafter and would deny this, though there is every. reason to belicve that it s
inevitable. :

14. This refers to' the demand of the Guraish from the Holy Prophet *If
you nrtamumphetnmed,whydnn'tyuuhmtuntnbﬂngt{mtscuurgenfﬂud

- on us of which you have been threatering us, when we arc flouting and denying

you 7" They did this in different ways, Sometimes they would nvoke God
mockingly and say, O Lond, settle our accounts now and do not posipone thase to
the Day of Resurrection”. At another time, they wounid say, *Our Lord, if what
Muhamimad says be true, andbeﬁ*mnﬂm.ﬂmnﬂmuusfmmtheskyorsmd
down some othey mu:geupmusfmmmeskynrsmdduwnsmu&mrpajnﬁﬂ
torment upon us.” In this verse an apswer has been given 10 such impudent
demands of the disbelievers. They have been admonished to refrain from such
foolish demands and avail of the reapite that was being given ta thern and mend
thedr ways, for they were incurring the wrath of God by adopting the attimde of
rebellion.

15. This showed their memtality. The onty criterion of judging whether
Muhammad (Allah’s peace be upom hirn) was & true Peophet or not according to
these disbelievers, was whether he would perform & miracle to order. This was
because they would not fadge his Message by rational arguments: they would not
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learn a lesson from his high character nor from the moral revolution that was
being brought ahouw among his Companions by his Message and noble example:
. -nor would they carefutly consider themuunalurgumenu given i the Qur'an to
prove the crrory of their relgion of shirk and superstitions of tgnorance. They
would ignore these rational thitigs and demand a miracle ta decide the issue:

6. This i the” concise snswer 1o their dsmand, though it has not been
directly addressed to the disbefievers but to the Mussenger It is this: “O Prophet,
you should not worry at all about soihe ntircle which you might show to these

people in erder to convinee them, for it i5 not a pant of your Mission. Your duty is
nnl‘:.r o warn, the people of their negiigence and of the evil consequences of their
wrong ways. And for this purpose, We have always sent a guide to every people.
Now yon, 100, are performing this duty, and it is for them to open their eyes and
judge the truth of your Message.” After giving this concisc answer, Alah
overlooks their demand bwut warns them, in the succeeding verses, that they have
to deal with the All-Enowing Allah Who has full knowledge about averyone of
themn from the time they were in the wombs of their mothers, and Who keeps o
keen watch over everything they do. Therefore their fates shall be decided strictly
with justice in accordance with their merits and that there is no power on the earth
ufld in the heavens that can influence in the least His decisions and judgements.

17. When-amplified the verse will mean : Allah remains folly aware of all
the developments that také place in the child while in its mother’s womb, and 'He
watches over the decrease or increase in cach of its tambs, and its potentlalitiés,
capabilities and powers.

18. That is, Mlah not only directly watches over whatever each person
does, and is fully aware of everything he does, but He has atso appointed such
Guardians as accompany him everywhere and keep s full record of all his desds.”
This has been stated here fo warn those people who live their lives under the
delusion that ehey have been [eft absolutely free io do whatever they like and shall
nat be required to render an account of what they did in this worldly life. The
warniag is that such people mvite their own retribution.

19, This is to warn them further that they should not remain wnder any
delusion that some holy person or saiint or angel has the power to rescus them
from Divine Retribution, for there is none who could defend them against Allah,
even though they might have been paying homages and making offerings to their
so-called paittons and protectors in the hope that they would rescue them from
punishment from Allah en the Day of Jadgement.

20. The thunder is a proclamation of Teufid for thoss who have ears to
hear the real meaning of its Iowd noise which fottows the flash of lighming, though.
it is merely a kind of noise for those who Hear it like animals. For # proclaims dut -



458 The Meaning of the Qurin

Allah Who raises clouds from the oceans and cargies them wherever He wills, and
makes the [ightning flash from the clouds and then turns them into rain so as to
Sapply water to the dwellers of the garth, is perfect and worthy of all praise, is
All-Wise and All-Powerfu] and 1s flawless in EvEry 1espect and has oo partner
whatscever,

21. The mention of the fact that the angels are filied with awe of tici
Lord, and they proclaim His praise has a special sigmificance here. This is fo
refute the shirk of ihe ipnorant peapie who have always worshipped the angels as
gods and deities and believed them to be pattners with Ged in His Godhead. It as
been stated that they are not partners with Allah but His most obediznt servants;: so
much so that they praise Him and arc filled with awe of Him.

22. He has countless plans and measures which are 5g offective and
Sudden that He can smite any one with any cne of them from any side He will. So
much sa that the intended vicdm is absolutely unaware of &, This ig A proof that
those people, who say absurd things about such Aif-Powerful Being, are absohnely
void of sense. '

23. “To invoke Him alone is the right thing," for Affah alone has he
power and the authority 10 give help and remove difficulties.

4. “ ., . . everything in the heavens and the earth bows down before
Aillah” in the same scnse that every creation of His bas o obey and submit 1o His
Physical Law in every detail. The only difference between the submission of a
Believer and an unbeliever is that the former submits o it with a witling heart
while the latter is forced to do so against his will, for it is absolutely beyond his
DOWET IS Oppose it

23. “The shadows bow down™ in the sensa that they fall to the west in the
moming and to the east in the evening and so on. This shows that they, too, have
ta submit to some Law, : : :

26. It will be worth while to note that though the question, “Who is the
Lord of the heavens and the earth?” was put to the disbelicvers, Allah told the
Holy Prophet to answer it himseif and say, “Allsh”. This was. because the
disbelicvers hesitated to answer it one way or the other. They could nat say thar it
was. not Allah for they themselves belicwed that Allsh was the Creator of
everything. On the other hand, ﬂmrriuuiﬂuntasknnwledgcthjsfminmmmy
words in answer tc such question, for, they would, then, have to acknowledge the
doctrine of Fauhid for ne basis could have been ieft in favour of shirk. As they
realised their weak position, they would not give any answer {0 such questions.
That is why Allah asks His Messenger to. put such questions to the disbetievers:
“Who is the Creator of the heavens and the carth? Who is - the Lord of the
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Universe? Who sustains you with provisions of life?” When they do not give any
answer o such questions, Allah asks His Messenger to say “Allah™ in answer. He
then procesds on with this argument; “When Allah does all these things, how do
the deities you worship come in?” '

27, The blind man is the person who cannot ses any of the eountless signs
of the Oneness of Allah, though these lie spread over before him in the universe,
On the other hand, the seslng man is the perscn wh can se¢ in every pamticle of
the vmiverse and in cvery leaf of grass and tree Signs pointing w their Creator,
Thus the question that has been posed means: “O disbeliavers ! if you are blind 1o
the Signs, wity should the one who can see the Signs slmuld behave like a blind
man and stumble along like you?”

28, Herc “light” means the light of the knowledge of the Truth which the
Holy Prophet and his followers possessed. In contmast to this, there was the
“darkness” of ignorance In which the disbeligvers were wandering about. The
question  that has been posed means to ask this: “Why should those, who have got
the ‘light', extinguish it and wander about in the darkness like you? Well, if you
do not know the worth of the “light’, you may choose to wander in the darkness,
but how can you expect the one who has pgot the ‘light’, who appreciates the
difference between the light and the darkness, and who is seeing the right way as
if in broad daylight, to leave the iight and wander about in the darkness?”

29. The question is intended to impress on the disbelievers that there is
abselutely no reason why they should practice sfink. When they themselves admit
that their gods did not cteate even an icta in the universe and that they have not
even the smallest and most insignificant share in the creation, there remaing no
ground for them to cherish any deubts about it, Wiy should, then, their falss gods
arkl deities share the rights and powers of the Real Creator?

'30. The Arabic word gl {Qan-ﬁn literally means “the ane who rules

over all by virue of one’'s own power, and keeps all under one's compiete
control. ” '

This fact that “He is the Usique, the Almighty” follows naturally from the
preceding fact that "Allah alone Ji the Creator of everything,™ for this fact was
also acknowledged by the musinks abd was never denied by them. This is so
because the Creator of everything should logically be Unique, and every other
thing or being must necessarily be His creation. Therefore nothing could be the
equal of the Creator or panner in His Being, atributes, powers and rights.
Likewise, the Creator must have cotnplete power and conirel over His Creation.

" [Cootd. on p.462
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They show fortitude to win the appraval of their Lord.” They
establish Salat and expend openly and secretly out of what We have
bestowed upon them and ward off evil with good, *” Their’s shall be the
abode of the Hereafter: Gardens wherein they will live for ever, They
wiil enter into them along with the rightecus from among their
forefathers, wives and descendants. The angels will come to welcome
them from every side, saying, “Peace be upon you.®! You have WO
.this biessing because of what you steadfastly endured in the world,”
How blessed is this abude of the Hereafter! As for those who break
their Covenant with Allah aiter confirining it, who cut asunder what

- Allah has bidden to be Joined, and spread chaos on the earth, their’s

shall be the curse, and they shall have a wreiched abode in the
Hereafter. :

Allah gives abundantly Hig provisions to whaom He will apd
sparingly to whom He pleases.” These people are wholly absorbed in
the joys of this life, whereas the life of this world is but a paltry thing
- a5 compared with the life of the Hereaftar,

" Those people who hm_ra rejected (Muhaminad as a Prophet) say,
“Why has no algn been sent down to him from lis Lord?”“—s:a}r.
“Allah leads astray wlom He will; and He leads to Himself cnly those
who win to Hinl,™* Such arc the people who have accepted (the
Message of (s Prophet,) and their heaprs find comfort in the
rememorance of Allah. Note it well that it is Allah’s remenibrance
alone thar brings comfort to hearts. Biessed are those who have
accepted the Message and done righteous deeds: they have a good end.

O Muhammad | We have sent you as & Messanger in this way™
among a people before whoir many peoples have passed away so that
you should recite to them the Message which We have sent down 1o
you; yct they arc rejecting the most Compassionate Lord,™ Say to
them, “My Lord is He; there is no deity but He: I have placed my full
trust in Him and He is my sole Resort.”

. And -what (do you think) would have been the result, if We had
sent a Qur’'an that would have caused the meuntaius to move or cleft
the earth asunder or made the dead speak?” (It is not difficult at all to
show such Signs) for Allah has full power over everything. ™ Have the
Bolievers (still any expectations of a Sign in answer to the demand of
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the disbelievers and) not given up all hope, (knowing} that Allah could
have guided all mankind aright,* if He had so desired? As for the
disbelicvers, because of their misdeeds, one affliction or the other does
ot cease o visit themn every now and then, or come near their home. It
will g0 on like this untill Allah’s threat coma 1o pass. Indeed, Allah
docs not fail to bring abowt His threat. Other Messengers Lave also
been mocked before vou, but 1 have always given respite to the
disbelievers .and then seized vpon them at its end. Just ses how terrible
had been My Scourge!

Contd. from p. 4597

For it can never be imagined that the Creatar would create anything over which
He: has not full comrol. Thersfore, the ope who acknowledges Allah to be the
Creator must also acknowledge Him to be the Unique and the Ali-Powerful. Afier
this, there remains no reason wly one should worship any one orher than the
Creator or invoke some one else for help in resolving one's difftenlties apd
Fultifting onc’s needs.

31. In this simile the Knowledge which had been sent down. by Allah 10
the Holy Prophet has been likened to the rain from te sicy, and the Believers to
the streams, rivulets and rivers. Just as the streams ete. . fill themselves with rain-
water, each according te its capacity, ¢o his followers gamed knowledge from
him, cach according to his ability. On the other hand, the hue and cry that was
raised by the opponents of the Islande Movement has bean likened o the swelling
foam ete., that beging to dance abowt on  the surface of fload whter, but soon
vanislhics away.

32. As it is but netural that scum showld appear on the surface when
metals are melted in the furmace for purification, likewise bad peopls would come
ur the surface and take prominent past jn persecuting the good people who are
tassed through the furnace of persecution for their purification,

33, This shows (hat the disbelisvers would be in such a sad plight thﬂl,
they would nol hesitate to give their 21 for thelr redeinption.

34. ".... they shall have the heavy reckoning”: they shall have to bear the
full consequences of their evil deeds. No sin, no shortcoming, in short, nothing
will be forgiven and ne evil shall go un-punished.

We leam from  the Qur'an that the rebels of Allah shall have to rendar a
heavy. reckoning, whereas there shall be g “light” reckoorny from those who have
been faithful and obedient to their Lord. In cogsideration of their loyal services,
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their cases will be dealt with leniently, and taking their peneral goodness ina
account many of their shorteomings will be forgiven,

This is further amplified by a Tradition of the Holy Prophet. Hadrat
‘Aishah relates, *I sad, O Messenger of Allak ! the most dreadfil verse of the
Qur’an is this: Whoso shall commit an evil, he shall be punished for it" {1V 123},
The Holy Prophet answered, ‘O ‘A'ishah! don't you know how Allah clears the
accounts of His faithful and obedient servant? Whatever hamm or trouble he
receives in this world—even so much as the pricking of a thorm-—js taken by Allah
a5 Avonement for ouc or the other of his sing. As regards the Hereaftcr, evaryone,
wio shall be called upon to rendsr an account of any sin, shal! be punished for #t'
At this Hadrat “A'ishah asked. “Thep what 18 meant by Mght reckoning in this
verse: ‘Whoso shall be given his "Conduct Register in his cighe hand, ha will
render a light reckoning?' (LXXXIV:7-8). The [oly Prophet answered, “This
means merely the presentation of hts whole conduet, that is, all his decds—pood
and bad—shall be presented before Allah but he shall not be cailed upon o clear
the account of sll his deeds; for the one who shall be called Upon o ciear the
whole of his aceount, shall be totally roined® ™

The same thing is happening even in this world, A master deais very
leniently with his faithful and obedient servani and connives at his minor faults and
even forgives his major faults in consideration of his meritoriovs servicas. O the
other hand, if a servant is proved to be treacherous and dishonest, no
consideration 15 given even to hig services, and he is punished bot for Lis minar
and for major faults,

33. That is, “As the attitnde of the two in this world will be different from
¢ach other, so shall be their ultimate end in the Hereafter,”

36. That is, “Those who listen to the Message that has been sent down by
Allah, and accept His Mossenger, arc really very wise people. This is why their
tonduct in this world is quite differen: from those foolish people who are blind i
its merits: and so It their yltimate. end in the Hereafter, as stated in the subseqeent
VEISES ",

37. This Covenant is the same that was made by Allzh with the whole of
mankitl at the bepinping of the creation that they would worship Hirg alone.
(Please refer 10 E.MN.'s (34 and 135 of Al-Anraf). As this Covenant has been
miade with every human Dettig. it has heen imbuad firnly in human nature. When
A hwmnan being is bom in this world, he, 50 to say, confinns the same Covenant
because he owes his creation to the same Allah with Whom he had made that
Covenant: then he is brought yp by His Providence and fed and nourished with
1lis Provisions, and uses the powers and faculties endowed by Him. Al these
Ihings bind lLime by themsclves inte a4 covenont of bondage with his Lord. It j5
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obvious that wise, luyal and fajthful people fulfil their Covenant and dare not
break it excep that they might break it uncenscicusly and unwillingly,

38, That is, “Ail those soclal and civil relations that are conducive ta the
correct and right eonduct of collective human iife, *

3% “They show fordwde™; they remain self-possessed and keep under
contral all their desires and Justs and do not trans Eress the bounds, and they do pot
vield to temptations 1o disobey their Lord in order to gain advantages and gratify
their desires: nay, they begr with caim coursge and endurance losses and
afflictions that are inevitable in the obédience of Allah, If we consider the life of a
ichever from this point of view, we shall find that te whale of his life is the life
of endurance and fortitude, for he keeps himsclf under control in very trying
circumstances in this world in the hape of winning the approval of his Lord and in
the expectation of gaining perruanent benefits in the Hereafter:.so he fights with
fortiide every temptation to-sin. - -

40. That is, “If others do evil to them, they do net do evi! in return but do
good instead: they do not fight mischief with mischief but with virtue. Howsoever
mjust one may be to them, they do fustice in every case. Likewise, they remain
taihful and honest even in the case of those who tell Iies against them and show
dishonesty towards them. ™

There is a Tradition of the Holy Prophet to the same effect: * You should
not inmtate others in your conduct towards other people, for it is wrong o say,
‘We  will do goodness o others, if they do goodness o us and we will do injustice
o them It they are unfust to us.' (On the other hand,) you should follow this
principle; if others do poodness to you, you should de goodness to them, bue if
they do &vi] to you, vou should not be unjust to them™.™

There is another Tradition, which begins with the worde: “My Lord has
bidden me to do nine things. Four of these things are, ‘I should behave Justly
towards overyone whether I am pteaged or offended with him. 1 should render the
right even of the one who violates my rights. T should pay the dues even of the one
who deprives me of my due. T should forgive the ons wha has been unjust to
me"." There is yet another Tradition to the same effect; "Don't be faithless sven
to the one who has been faithless to you. " There is aiso a saying of Hadrat *Umar
thai. amounts to the sane thing. “The best way of punishing the ane, who does not
fear God in his dealings with vou, is that ¥ou should fear God in your dealings
with him." H

41. This implies two things, The angels will come in large qumbers from
every amdc and give them this good news: “Now ¥ou have come w a place where
- there is peace for you. Here you are immune from every affliction, svery irouble,
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every handship, and cvery danger and worry. " (For demils please 5:4:. EN. 29 of
A-Hn,

42, This varse refotes the wrong criterion by which the disbelievers of
Makkah (and all other foolish people of the world) judged whether one was or was
net a favorite= of God. They judged a man's worth by his wealth and worldly
prosperity and not by his faith and righteous conduct. They thought thar the one
who  was enjeying all the good things of life was a favorite of God, even if he had
erroneons beliefs and did wicked deeds. On ghe ather hand, they considered the
one who was poor and indigent to be under the wrath of God, sven though he wag
righteous. That 15 why in their judgement the chiefs of the Quraish were far
superior to the followers of the Holy Prophet. They would say, “You can see for
yoursc|ves that God is with the chiefs ot the Quraish, "

In this verse, Allah has wamed thetn that they are absolutely wrong in
drawing such a conclosion from the worldly conditions of the people. Allah gives
I[lis provision to the pecple abundantly or sparingly for reasons different frnq1
lhose which they presumed and richness or poverty is no criterion by which to
judge the warth of prople. The real criterion of judging the worth of people is
their beliets and deeds. The one, whe has righteoits beliefs and does good deeds,
shall be higher in rank than the one who has wrong beliefs and does evil deeds.
Thos the real criterion is the quslity of one's deeds and not the possession or (he
lack of wealih. '

43. Please also keep in view the answer that has been given to this
quesiion in v.7.

44, This is the answer o their questjon, It is not due to the lack of signs
that they were going astray, but it is the lack of any desire in thein to seek righr
guidancs. For Allah docs not force one to follow the Right Way, if he deliberateiy
wms away from it. He iets such persoms wander on the wrong ways they choose
e wander. Nay, even all those things that should serve as a means to guidancs for
a seeker of truth, become the means of deviation for the one who seeks deviation.
50 much so that that very torch which helps show the way to the former, dazziss
the eyes of the latter. This is how Allah leads astray a person.

This answer to the demand of & Sign Is matchless in its eloquence, It says
to them, 0O focllsh peoplel it is not due to the lack of Signs that you are not
finding the right path, but it-is due to the lack of any desire in you for it, You do
nat. see any of the countless Signs that lie scattered all around vou becavse you
have no desire to go to the Right Way, How can then any Sign be helpful to you 7.
For you would not see any of those Signs. Howsaver, those wha seck the Right
Way 10 Allah, se¢ these Signs and find the Right Way with their help. ™

fContd. on p. 468
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Whal! are they (so audacious that they are) setting up partners
with Him Who is watching minutely over the actions of ¢ach and every
soul?”™™' O Prophet say to them. “(If God has Himself set them up as
His partners) just tell me their names. Dro you mean to inform Him of
something new that He Himself is unaware of on His earth? Or do you
merely utter empty words?* Indeed for those who rejected the Message
their fraud™ has been made to appaar fair to them and they have been
debarred from the Right Way;“ and there is fione to show the Right
Way to those whom Allah lets go astray. There 1s a torment for the in
the life of this world but the torment in the Hereafter is still more
patnful; and there is none to protect them from Allah, As regards the
Paradise which the God fearing have been promised it is like this:
canals flow beneath it, its fruits are eternal and its shade is perpetual,
Such is the reward of the righteous but the reward of the disbelievers is
the fire of Hell.

O Prophet ! some of lhose people whom We pave the Book
before you rejoice in the Book We have sent down to you while there
are others among the  different sections who reject some of the things
comained in this. Tell them plainly “I have been commanded to
worship Allah alone and prohibited from setting up a partner with him.
Therefore [ invita you to Him and myself turn to Him, #% 1t is with this
instruction that We have sent this Command in Arabic to you. Now if
you follow the desires and iusts of the people in spite of the knowledge
you have received there shall be none to defend you nor to protect you
against Allah,

We have sent many Messengers before yon and We assigned to
them also wives and children:®® and no Messenger had the power to
show any Sign without the sanction of Allah.*’ Every age had its Book:
Allah abrogates whatever He pleases and keeps intact whatever He wills
and He has the Original Book™ with Him.

And O Prophet! rest assured that We will carry out the threat
We are holding out to them whether a part of it should happen during
your lifstime or We should cause you to die befors its fulfilment.
Anyhow your duty is only to convey the Message and it is for Us to do
the reckoning.” Da these people not see how We are advancing in the
land and shrinking its boundaries (for them) on all sides 7" Allah rules
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and there is none to revise His decrees and He is swift a1 His
reckoning. Indeed those who went before them also devisad schemes, *
but the decisive plan is wholly in the hand of Allah, He kniows what
every soul earns and the disbelievers will scon come to know who will
have a good end.

These disbelisvers say. "You arc not a Messenger of Allah.” Say,
“Allah suffices for a witiess between me and you, and every such
person who has the knowledge of the Book. nol

Conid, from p. 4657
45. That ig, “In this way that We have nor given you a Sipn they

Adcmandsd.

46, That is, “Instead of serving thar most Compassionaie Lﬁrd,'me:f fate
discarding His service and setting up ctier panners in His attributes, pOwers,

- rights and giving thanks to others for His blessings, "

- 47 This verse has been addressed to the Believers who were fecling
uncasy that no such Slgm was being sent a5 was demanded by the disbelicvers,
They ihought that such a Slgn wmijd convines the disbelisvers and they would
accept 1slam. Therefore when no siuely Sign was sent, they became all the more
uneasy for the lack of the fulfilnent of the denmnd that gave rise to doubts abour
the Prophethood of the Messenger, The quastion posed in this verse is meant to
Teiove that wneasiness of the Musiims, Tt is like this: “Do you think that they

- would  have embraced Islam if such and such Signs had been shown to them all of

a sudden along with a Sfirah of the Qur'an 7 Are you under the delusion that they
aie (uitc ready w accept lslam apd are waiting only for such a Slgn 7 Do you

‘think that those people who have failed to see (he light of the Truth in the

teachings of the Qur'an, in the phenomena of the nniverse, In the pure and
spotless life of the Holy Prophet and in the wonderful change in the lives of his
Companions, ‘would ses the light of the Truth in the moving of the mountains, in
the cleavage of the earth and in the coming out of the dead from the graves?”

48. “Allah has full power over everything” and can show any Sign if He
50 desirés. He is not showing any Sign for it doés not fit in the schems laid down
for the guidance of Man. As the res) object 1s to show Guidance to mankind
through the Prophet and not w compel them to beliave in the Prophethood of a
Propher; He desires that the people should gain guidance by thinking and
observing wisely and not by secing Signs. ' .
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49, That is, “If the object had been 1o maice human beings Belisvers even
without consciously understanding it, Allah couid have created them Belisvers by
birth, ™ : -

| 50. That is, “They are so andacious that they zet up parmers witk Allah
Whose knowledge is All-Comiprehensive and Wha js aware of even the minutest
details of the good and bad actions of each individual. . * '

51. These are the audacious things they da. They ascribe parters and
equals 10 Himl: they believe that sofe of His creatures are a part and parcel of [is
Being, and have attributes and rights like Him; they presutme that they shall not be
called to account for whateyer ey do, even though they live in Hig Kingdom,

52. That is, “You Eive ethpty narnes to the PAINers you ascribe 1o Hjm
for you have no real knowledge about them”, Feor you couid get thig knowledy:
only in one of the three following ways:

First, You might have recejved some authentic information that Aflah had
izade  such and such people as His pertners in His atirtbutes, powers and rights, [f
il 1s so, please let us also know their names and the source of your information.

The second possibility is that Allah mitght have remained igmorant that
some beings have bescome His partmers. Therefore you are going 1o inform Him
-sbhout this, If it 15 80, please savy it clearly fn 5o many words so that it may be
decided whether there are some foolish people who can helieve in such a
nonseiisical claim. -

Obviously the above two Supposiions arc absurd. Therefore the only
altemative is that, "You age ascnibing pertners to Him without any rhyme or
reason. and you without any knowledge make ane the relative of God, anather the
hegrer of supplications, and still another the helper and tuifilicr of certain needs
and the ruler of a certain region etc. etc, '

53, Shirk has been called “frapd” hecavse none of the apgels, spirits,
saints, heavenly bodies, to whom they aseribe Divine attributes and POwWErs or
render -Diving rights, ever claimed to POsscss these aitributes or powers, nor did
- they - ever demand these tights from the people nor told the people that they would
fulfil their desires and wants, if they woild perfonn some rimals of worship
betore them. As a matter of fact, some clever people invented these gods in order
0 practice wilful deception and dishonesty so that they mighr wield powerful
influence uver the conmen people and exploit them and deprive them of a part of
their bard earped possessions. Accordingly, they made the COmmon people
credulons followers of the gods of their inventions and set thernselves up a5 their
representatives to get money, eic. from them by this fraud,
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The second reason wly s2irk has been called “fraund” 15 that a worldly
Man prewends w betieve in it not because he wants o belicve in it Wt i order to
tree lomselt from all moral restraints to enable hin to lead an irresponsible life of
greed and Just,

The third reason is given below in EN. 54,

34. Sk 15 also ‘fraud’ in the sense that it has been made 1o appear fair
for  them and so leads them ioto deviation and prevents them from coming back w
the Right Way. It is like this' When msigks adopt wrong ways of deviation that
suit the kiond of lives they wish to lead, they have to. invent arguments io pacify
their consciences and convince other people that they are on the right way.
Naturally this frand confinms thei on the way of deviation and they are debarred
Irom the Riglt Way.

33.- This is in replytoa specific objection which was then raised by the
disbelicvers. They would say, “If he has bronght the same Meszage that was
brought by the Messengers before him (as he claims), why don't the Jews and the
Christians who are the followers of the former Prophets cotne forward and
welcome it?" The verse answers the objection and says that the true followers of
the former Prophets really rejeice in the Message of the QJur'an, but the false ones
have been offended atit. Then it a5ks the Holy Prophet not 10 worry at all ahoot
this, saying, *O Prophet, you should not mind at all whethep they are pleased or
offended at it Tell tham plainly that this is the Guidance I have received from my
Lord and I will follow it at all costs. ™

56. This s the answer to anothar objeciion. The disbelievers said that ie
could not be a Prophet of allah because he had wives and children, for they
argued that Prophets had nothing to do with camal desires,

37. This is the answer to yet another ocbjection: “Had he been 4 true
Frophet, hie would have shown s Sign like the shining hand and the miraculous
staff of Prophet Moses or hie would have restorad sight to the blnd or cured lepers
like Prophet Jesus, or brought a Sign like the she-camel of Propher. Salih™. The
answer is this; “None of the former Messengers had any power to show any Sign
nor  has this Prophet: Allah showed a Sign whenever and through whomnsoever He
considered it to be necessary and will show any Sign whenever He will consider it
necessary, and that I have not clalmed o pOsSesE any such powcr that such a
demand might be made from me,” :

8. This is the answer to another objection raised against the Revelation of
the Qur'an. The disbelievers seid, "What was the nced of this new Book, when
there alrcady existed the former revealed Hocks? You say that this need has arisen
because the former Books have bean tarmpered with; therefore Allah has abrogated
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them and commanded ihat this new Kook shomld Le followed, This posilion yon
have taken s wrong for how can any one mamper with the Book of Allah and how
15 it possible thal arty Book of Allah might be tampered with? Why did oot Allah
protcct these Books from such things as these? You say that this Book has been
revealed by the same Allah Who revcaled the Torah and the Gospel, Ilow is it
thent that your way is different from that of the Torah? Youn consider cermin things
lawful while they are unlawful aceording to the Torah, ete. ete.” Detailed answers
to these oljections have been given in other Strahs but here only a brief and
comprehensive angwer has been given w them.

The Arabic wond ol # (Umem-uf Kitd# lierally mocans “the Mother

Bonk"”, that is, the Original Book which is the Source and Origin of all the
revealed Boalks. '

59. This is w console the Holy Prophet, as if o say, “O Prophet, ¥
need not concemn yourself as to the end of these disbeltevers who lave rejected the
Truth. You should go on performing with peace of mind the Mission thar has been
emmsted to you and leave it to Us to give them suitable punishmenr.” Though this
has been addressed to the Holy Prophet, it ls obvlaus that it is really meant to
waln the opponents of the Truth, who were demanding definitely from (he Hoiy
Prophet by way of a challenge to bring about the scourge about which threats were
being hield out wo them.

a0, ... We are advancing in the land ........... " this is & very subtle
way of waming the opponents of the Truth: *The fact that Our Message is
spreading fast in Arabia does, in fact, mean that We Ourselves are advanciuyg very
fast in the country apainst you for We are with thosc who are carrylng Our
Message.”

e We are shrinking. its boundaries for them...........": “We are
causing the inflvence of Islam to spread fast in the land and are thus reduging the
boundaries of the influence of its opponents. Are not these things the portents of
their coming disasrer?”

61. That is, “These peoplc, who are now devising scheines to defeat the
Message of the Truth, do not take a Jesson from the sad end of the people who
devised stmilar schemes before them to suppress the voice of the Truth by
falsehood, fraud and persecution. "

62. That is, “Evervone who has the knowledge of the Divinely revealed
Books will bear witness to the fact that my teachings arc the same that wers
imparted by the fonner praphets,™



